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Chilean military i0r the context of their possible actions to
- avert the inauguration.of Marxist Salvador Allende as g

i 21 September 1970 : >

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Conversation with/ \' o :
- | , _ -
[ |

{ | —j

1 Bl lowing upson the 148 Septenpen il S70NdI ScUSSiions
with CIA Dircctor Richard lielms, |

[ for further discussions of
military, political and economic factors affecting the
piesEheNss e haliopie NG T TeENATECon p ARy Yto
VWashington | | was l

| Although

L Q;took part in [ : ]

1 hald hwith AL Torney Genenal NG Eeine bl I De N IChiglis Dingiaial S
{ preferred not to participate im

our subsequent aiscussions with [ } noting that

[ ehould probably stay out of sufh talks at this

a— o ofe .

SRuriber Mhonalivs Nenchie MG Yy

2.1ﬂ ﬂexﬁcnded his previous comments on key

RPresidens
of Chile on 4 November. (Allende’s slim plurality in the

4 September election must be submitted to a congressional vote
on 24 October and he needs to add about 20 votes to those he
has to be the constitutional president-elect.) H.s remarks -
included the following: :

a) Major General Camilo Valenzuela Godoy, Commander of
thieSan tialdoNGaienisonSandiasssich nominzal commander of all Army
forces in the Santiago area. He commands no trcops except in 2
state of emergency. (COMMENT: .As Commander of the Santizgo

Garrison, Valenzuela commands about 30 men. During a State ol
emergency he assumes nominal command of all Armed Forces in Ltuae
Santiago area including the carabineros, or Natl itonal Peltree
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Sha s e per ted S TlhiE R i
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During the recent presidential election, Valenzuela was appointed
temporary military governor (jefe de plaza) of the Santiago area,
specifically because he commanded no troops and would not be atle

t> stage unilateral military action; he;would have to lssie conmand:
tirough other generals. . It is not necessarily "the case that Valen-
zaela would be appointed jefe de plaza if a state of emergency

were declared.)

b) Brig. General Orlando Urbira Herrera, Commander of the
Secerid Division, the largest Army unit, is stationed in Santiago
and as Valengtelsls mosil: inportant subordinaite. G ndEbiC—
{erizes him as a top-notch troop commander, superior in capacity
and intelligence to Valenzuela. His cooperation and that of his
division would be vital to any military move but his political
attitudes are not clear. (A well-informed clandestine source
E; Nwould respond to orders from
Sder Tather than Valenzuela if the two

e

issue conflicting instructions.)
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gsaid very it
did not helieve Schneilder w

R
bie action against Allendé's assumption of the presidency and

that if¥f he were

i o= = wixe A H R T | ]
would be a V'real mess,

named Minister of Defense, as has been rumored, it
te % » e

.

LA

3 d) Briz. General Enrigue G%Eil Cea, Commauder (O35 D o isE 2L
Schocls, (a separate and important command in the Chilean AURIGT SR
includaes the Non-cormissioned Officers’ School, the Special Forces

School, the Military Academy, the War Academy, and othe concen-
trations of elite miYXitaury personnel in training, most of them

leEaieel ohE SenunloEes, ) o did not ¢haracterize Garin except
to indicate that he conSI 1is cooperation, along with thzt of
Urbina, to be vital in any military action. . :

.

e) Major General Carlos Prats Gonzalez, Chief of the
National Defense Staff and second in importance in the Army only’
to Schneider: As an officer assigned to the National Defense :
Staff, Prats actually has no position in the chain of command of
the Army. singled out Prats as the most important figure
A muny melillidbe T ate e Wisslelh iblElang (o avEuenl He described Prats
as cugey, cautious, calculating,. highly ambitious and- very able.
He is well-regarded by nearly all ‘Army officers and possesses

the qualities which other officers lack to become a rallying
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oint for action. Like -others who speak highly of Prats, however,
appeared to have no clear idea of this general's political
attitudes and to feel that this was because Prats does not want

them known. : .

f) Brig. General Robérto Viaux Marambio, involuntarily
retired after le led the uprising of .an Army unit in October 1969
to protest poor pay and equipment: Although Viaux' ambitions
and erratic statements have diminished his support somewhat,

Ibetieves that Viaux' strong demagogic appeal and his

influence among the NCO's probably oifsets the infiltration of
et tisirain fllichce i Hel st rall s sl e @G s hiocitEinE S o nic e PRE T
key guestion is whether Viaux would settle for no more than =z
Polle 'as g nenber of A tedn EaliinesmilEERny e clion e haSE s azie
puEigiieciion i SIEE D B Gid s {(COMMENT:  Viaux on 17 September made a
significant public statement, saying that he was not a Marxzist,
that liberty was not negotiable, and expressing his solidarity
with the hizh -.command of the Army.) | was in touch with
Valenzuela through a common close friend during the recent
dential campaign. He considers Valenzugla honest but mCy s e e
to take tough -or unpopular postures, and.not always well infcrmed
about his subordinates. He is not believed to have well-orgapnized
contingency plans for any action against Allende. Valenzueiz has
over 30 years of Army service and is greatly interested in azsur-
ances that his imminent retirement will include guarantees that
ular impertance,

he and his famiiy will be well cared for. Of particular

presi~ -

fpointed out, is the longstanding enmlity between Yiaux
o - :- ~
el TG

“and Prats,

Whiol Would: be “thie EWo ey i suresun S altivE R
This enmity of many years was complicated at the time of

o Fllen,
unease - Qver

the uprising a year ago, since Viaux. confided his
conditions in the Arfy and the need for the government and high
command to do something to overcome them only to Prats. The
latter did not pass them'along or indicate support of the neads
of Army troops as Viaux had -hoped. :

g) L; T T v J
[ “llin the industrial and mining area centercd
around Concepcion, Chile's second largoest and a heavily e isiE

@A I said that E::::::::Bbelieves that he could

"hold out™ with tne help he knows he would receive from
[ I but] Jexpressed

P = = T = T 2 | ove T By
doubt that this was so since armed students and labor 18%tiats

are numerous in Concepcion,.
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2 1 'reiterated hisiSERbelil e EliattRRthiciin attiomatl
police, the largest and probably the best trained and best armed
uniformed force in Chile, would certainly join in any move against
Allende. They have been under intense pressure from extreme
leftists without being given the go ahead to deal strongly with
taem., Carabinero commander General Vicente Huerta Celis. could
countNsnEhiisE trcops SonNsSup Rt probably on most of his
officers as well,; 1f they were assured that he would retire and
open up. promotﬂon possibilities Huerta and General Valenzuela
get along well and share many similar views. ' : :

S { }repeated his belief that President Frei will
neot act to set off military action fte prevent an Allende govern-

ment and said he felt the President might even welcome being faced
VSRR aCCO“U]iShed fact of 2 molsitary tefsover and relievedhat
being whisked out of the country. ‘ : ' g

4. l [waraed that the armed ior ces' leaders are
unlikely: to take action without several clear and specific guar-
antees, primarily from the United States, because they are rﬁarz i
that they and their families would pay a high price if they were

to act znd not receive immediate decisive and substantial assis-
tance, These guarantees would have to include:

S a) immediate lo qut1Crl supnort con%lstlnw of arms
ammunition, traasportatian, c_onmu*ucatlonc equlpmenu(and fno?

) b) immediate and possibly massive SCONOMLC supporﬁ from
outside; ' o ; . : e :

¢) assurances that they would not be abandoned and
ostracized by the same powerful WS, @rilales) Uiike GiEnenisiels e
military government of .Greece; ‘ S : P

5. ! believes too that the Chilean military
leaders would want strong assurances of support from Chilean
civilians and indications from political leaders that action
by the military mirrors civilian attitudes.

- 6. . .said that no Chilean, military or civilian,
would consider the offer.of[::::::::;ﬂmllltary backing a motlvatlnn
factor to move against the prospect of a Marxist government. If

it were offered, such backing-might have exactly .the opposite'
effect.
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